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be justified in his frequent self-examination by the principle that the 
function of education is " the discovery of the individual to himself." 
Dr. MacVannel would undoubtedly protest emphatically against such in- 
terpretation of his statements and perhaps against a dozen other in- 
terpretations that might honestly be made by others. 

It is not his purpose to make applications in this brief outline he has 
written and hence he is not to be criticized for not doing what he did not 
attempt. The question in the mind of the writer, however, remains, " Is 
there any real value in any booh on the philosophy of education that con- 
cerns itself with the philosophy of the theories without indicating how it 
is purposed to interpret and apply these theories to concrete problems ? " 
The statement that development is not merely " an unfolding from within 
but also an enfolding from without the individual " is very good, but it 
might be offered to the agriculturist with just as much propriety and sig- 
nificance as to the educator. Farmers and scientific students of agricul- 
ture consciously or unconsciously assume this truth and are trying to in- 
terpret and apply it in choosing seed, soil, fertilizers, etc. They would be 
disgusted with any one who asked them to study such fundamental as- 
sumptions under the name of " philosophy of agriculture " if there were 
no attempt made to point out the kind of problems to which such general 
definitions and general truths can be applied. Why should not the educa- 
tor be equally pragmatic ? 

Dr. MacVannel has done the work he undertook to do well, but the 
writer wishes to raise the question among educators and philosophers as 
to whether it is possible for any philosopher as such to construct a phi- 
losophy of education that will be of any more real value to educators than 
would be a philosophy of farming to the farmer or a philosophy of manu- 
facturing to the mill man or the philosophy of mining to the miner. Psy- 
chology is largely freed from philosophy. Why should not education as 
a science and art also be independent of it ? 

E. A. KlRKPATRIOK. 

Fitchburg, Mass. 
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